
Is the COVID vaccine safe? Building
trust in coronavirus vaccines

Show Notes
Science developed COVID vaccines in record time, but now that they’re ready, will people take
them? Distrust among communities of color, especially historically disadvantaged African
American communities, and a lack of data on the vaccine among people living with lung cancer
are proving challenging to the vaccine rollout. In this episode, we talk to an African American
pulmonary surgeon who volunteered for a phase 3 coronavirus clinical trial, and African
American lung cancer patient advocates about their vaccine concerns and what questions they’ll
be asking their own doctors about taking a vaccine.

A Block Guest: Dr. David Tom Cooke, UC Davis Health
● Starting timecode: 00:00
● Speaker bio: Dr. David Tom Cooke is a pulmonary surgeon with UC Davis Health in

Sacramento, California. He volunteered for the Pfizer phase three clinical trial of the
coronavirus vaccine.

●
● Resources:

○ Dr. Cooke biography on UC Davis Health website
○ Covid-19 information for people living with lung cancer

B Block Guests: Montessa Lee and Laronica Conway
● Starting timecode: 24:45

https://health.ucdavis.edu/team/surgicalservices/1144/david-cooke---cancer---surgery---cardiothoracic---surgery---thoracic---surgery---robotic---robotic-surgery-sacramento
https://lcfamerica.org/research-grants/latest/research/coronavirus-and-lung-cancer-joint-statement-from-lung-cancer-advocacy-groups/


● Speaker bios: Montessa Lee is a 14-year Small Cell Lung Cancer survivor, a special
education teacher trainer, and author.

●
● Laronica Conway advocates for lung cancer research in honor of her mother, Lillie, who

died in 2012.

●

LCFA’s mission is the improvement in survivorship of lung cancer patients through the funding of
transformative science.

While raising funds to support lung cancer research, LCFA will raise the public’s awareness and
serve as a resource for patients or anyone seeking answers, hope, and access to updated
treatment information, scientific investigation, and clinical trials.

You can also join the conversation with LCFA on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.

https://lcfamerica.org/lung-cancer-info/survivors/small-cell-lung-cancer/
https://lcfamerica.org/story/mothers-day-gift-patient-becomes-healer/
https://www.facebook.com/lungcancerfoundation/
https://twitter.com/lcfamerica
https://www.instagram.com/lcfamerica/

